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Adding and Subtracting Surds

When you simplified basic algebraic expressions, you had to follow the rule that you could only

combine like terms. Surds are the same, we can only combine same surds when we either add or

subtract them.

Example

If I have integers included in the sum, I can group them, but cannot combine them with the surd

Example

We may need to simplify before we combine common terms

Example

First expand

Now simplify
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Exercise A
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Exercise B

What is the perimeter of this shape ?
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Answers

Exercise A
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Answer – Exercise B
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